Arts A.P.S. Cohort 2009-2010
Aesthetics

Instructor:  Lisa Whittington

Email:  lwhittington@atlanta.k12.ga.us

Required Text: 

 A Whole New Mind: Why Right Brainers will Rule the Future by Daniel Pink  

 Five Minds of the Future by Howard Gardner 
Course Goal: 

To engage teachers and improve instruction, with the objective to improve student achievement through quality arts instruction and assessment.

Teaching Strategy:  Instructor’s method of teaching is influenced by John Dewey and Howard Gardner.  Method of delivery will be through class discussion, facilitation, field trips, on-line research, teacher and student presentations, discovery and visual resources including slides and video and the John Dewey method of facilitation and life experience.

This class is a very innovative and interactive  multi media class heavily utilizing the internet, video, PowerPoint, pod casts and fieldtrips to achieve goals.

**Attendance Policy: 

2 absences:  Reserved for emergencies, illness.  No effect on grade.
3 absences:  You will be automatically dropped from the course.  

Stipend may be partially or wholly effected.

2 tardies and/or 2 leaving early = 1 absence. 

Attendance begins on the first day of class.   

**Required:

Attendance

Electronic Portfolio fulfilling requirements (see portfolio requirements under assignments)

Knowledge of Howard Gardner and Daniel Pink’s philosophy 

Demonstrated knowledge of Visual Thinking Strategies

Pre-Assessment

Post-Assessment

**Stipend will not be approved unless all assignments are satisfactory and turned in by due date
Assignments

Chapter Presentations
· You are responsible for presenting one chapter before the class from the readings of Howard Gardner or Daniel Pink.  

· Lead the class on a discussion of the chapter

· Chapter Presentations/discussions should be 10 -20 minutes. 

Demonstration of Visual Thinking Strategies

· On our field trip, you will select a work of art to and introduce it to the class using VTS.
Electronic Portfolio Criteria
· Video of Teaching  (See requirements for National Board)

· Brief History of Visual Thinking Strategies.

· Compare and contrast the Feldman’s Model of Art Criticism with Visual Thinking Strategies.

· Written demonstration of Visual Thinking Strategies

· After Class Reflections:  Post a reflection after each class, write a post on your Blog reflecting your experience with your colleagues, what you learned, how you’re teaching might change for a total of at least 8 after class reflections.
· Chapter Presentation (Place your chapter presentation on your Blog)

· Reflections of my teaching experiences…  Write at least 3 different posts reflecting your teaching in the context of your own classroom.
· Reflections of Daniel Pink’s Theory

· Reflections of Howard Gardner’s Theory

· My thoughts on assessments in the Fine Arts

(Build your electronic portfolio on Blogger.com.  You can title your Blog and posts however you like.  Your Blog should be reflective of who you are as a Visual Arts Specialist.  Your Electronic portfolio should be attractive and visual.  Visually break up text with photos relating to your posts.)  

.

Calendar

**Saturday, October 17

Skills Training Workshops

· Howard Gardner, Daniel Pink  Chapter sign ups

· VTS Demonstration Sign-ups

**Saturday, November 14  

· Pre- Assessment

· Presentation: Daniel Pink, Howard Gardner

· VTS

 **Saturday, December 12

· Field Trip (TBA)  

· VTS Presentations
**Saturday, January 9

· Chapter Presentations

· Gardner Chapter 2  and 3

· Pink  Chapter 4 and 5

· Pink Chapter 6 and 7

**Saturday, February 13 
· Field Trip (TBA)

· VTS Presentations

**Saturday, March 14

· Chapter Presentations

· Gardner Chapter 4 and 5

· Gardner Chapter 6 and 7

· Pink Chapter  8 and 9

**Saturday, April 17
· Field Trip (TBA)

· VTS Presentations

 **Saturday, May 8  
· Post Tests 
· Chapter Presentations

· Electronic Portfolio’s Due

**Saturday, June 12  
· Culminating Field Trip for all courses TBA
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