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My Most Challenging Student
Even though I am assigned to teach at three schools this year I can only think of one student whose behavior is consistently disruptive to instruction.  DG is a fifth grader at John Hope Elementary School where I teach for one and a half days per week.  I see his class from 12:00 until 12:30 every Friday.  They are the most stressful thirty minutes of my week. 
 DG is small for his age, but seems to try to make up for his lack of stature by being loud and aggressive.  He is disrespectful to me and most of his classmates except for two or three other boys who seem to be impressed by his misbehavior.  He is particularly unpleasant to one girl who is large for age.  On the Fridays when he is not in detention or on suspension he comes to art class, but refuses to do the assignments or participate in the activities with the rest of the students.  Instead, he moves from table to table insulting students and trying to provoke them to argue or fight with him.

I have worked at Hope for several years and have taught DG since he was in first or second grade.  In the past I was able to remind him of the rules for behavior in the art room and that would be enough to get him back on track.  Even last year his behavior was only occasionally off track.  Sometimes I wrote discipline referrals or contacted his mother or homeroom teacher and it seemed to help.  Even though he didn’t put a lot of effort into them, he at least completed his art projects.  
This year DG no longer seems to care.  Its almost as if he is trying to do things that might get him suspended. From conversations I have overheard he’d rather be hanging out.  Over the past weeks I have been unable to come up with any new strategies for improving his behavior.  The best I’ve been able to accomplish is to convince the other students in the class to ignore his taunts and focus on their own projects.  I try not to allow the negative behavior to become the focus of my brief instructional time.  Instead of doing whole class instruction, I assign projects which students can work on independently and this allows them to experience success in spite of DG.
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