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Student Packet
Your name: _____________________________________________________________

Your Music Teacher’s Name: _________________________________________________

Your Classroom Teacher’s Name: ___________________________________________

Your School: ____________________________________________________________

I have had music in:  ❐ 6th Grade 
❐ 7th Grade


List the types of music classes you’ve taken: ❐ General Music
❐ Chorus

❐ Orchestra

❐ Band

How long is your music class? ❐ 60 minutes or less
❐ More than 60 minutes

When do you have music? ❐ Every day
❐ Every other day
❐ Other (explain):

Scenario:

You have been contacted by the producers of a hit tv show. You are asked to compose the new theme music for the show.  The music should capture the attention of the audience.  It will be played every time the show airs.  The music should be 12 measures and have a clear beginning, middle and ending.

· The composition must be 12 measures long

· The composition must be written in ABA form.
· It should have a clear beginning (A section), middle (B section), and end (A section repeat).

· The composition should use some repetition to establish a clear theme.

· The composition should use two expressive musical elements such as dynamics, articulation markings, accents, etc.

· It should meet all of the criteria on page 11.

Directions:
1. Students will work as individuals to complete this assignment. Students will need:

· This packet of paper

· A pencil

2. Wait for your teacher to give you directions on how much time you will be allowed per section.

SECTION A:  COMPOSITION
Directions:
Students are to create a 12 measure musical composition using the ABA form.  Students are to brainstorm on adjectives that describe the musical idea to be expressed in the A section.  The students are to decide on a time signature: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4.  The students are to work in groups of 4 to create a four measure motif for the A section. After they have created this motif, they are to write the motif using the music staves provided.  Students should perform the motif to ensure it captures the musical idea they want to express.

After composing the A section, students should create the B section.  Students in their groups are to brainstorm on adjectives that describe the musical idea to be expressed in the B section.  They are to create a four measure motif that is to serve as the B section. After they have created the second motif, students should write it on the staves provided.  Students should perform the motif to ensure it captures the musical idea they want to express.

As studied, the A section in ABA form is the same.  Students should copy the A section again to complete the form.

Students should incorporate at least two expressive musical elements such as dynamic markings and accents to add creativity and variety to their composition.

Next, the students should perform the motives together to ensure it conveys their original ideas.  Students should give their composition a title.

After the students have written their compositions, they are to perform the composition for the class.

TITLE of Composition:………………………………………………………………
1. Write a short explanation about what you are trying to express musically on the back. 
2. What instrument is this to be performed on? _________________________________

SECTION B: MUSIC EDITING
Now that your group has finished composing your piece, return to your composition and at musically appropriate places select a few of the markings below and add to your composition:

	DYNAMIC SIGNS
	ARTICULATION SIGNS
	TEMPO MARKINGS

	f

p

ff

pp

cresc.

descresc.

Sfz.
	Staccato

Legato

Phrase markings

Accent

Tenuto

Slur

Tie
	Allegro

Moderato

Andante

Presto


SECTION C: PERFORMANCE
Now that you have created and edited your composition, perform this on your instrument(s).  

You may want to record your performance.  

Use the Peer Performance Assessment Worksheet to have a trusted peer evaluate your performance. Please be courteous and also assess their performance of their composition when it is their turn.

PEER EVALUATION

Your Name: ________________________________ Date: ________________

Name of partner who completed Peer Assessment:

___________________________________________

Step 1: Performance Checklist: Your teacher will explain the rating system below.  While you play, your partner will listen to you and will use this checklist to indicate the quality of your performance.

Directions: For the peer assessment, the students listening should use the following system.  One student will listen while the other is performing. For each category, students should be rated with 1 being the lowest and 4 being the highest score possible.  Add all points at the end to assess the overall level.





Peer Assessment 







1   2   3   4


1. Posture 


❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




2. Breath Support 

❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




3. Tone Quality

❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




4. Articulation 

❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




5. Rhythmic Accuracy 
❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




6. Note Accuracy 

❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




7. Dynamics 


❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




8. Tempo 


❐ ❐ ❐ ❐ 




	Level 1: 

8-15 points
	Level 2: 

16-21 points
	Level 3: 

22-26 points
	Level 4: 

27-32 points


Step 2: Written Comments: During your performance, your partner will use the back of this sheet to write down any comments that cannot be expressed on the performance checklist.

Step 3: Feedback: At the end of your performance, you will listen while your partner shares his/her feedback with you.

Step 4: Discussion and Negotiation: Your partner will ask you for your opinion of his/her feedback (e.g., “What do you think of this feedback?”, “Do you need any more explanation?”, “Do you think this feedback is useful?”). The task rubric can be used for reference when negotiating the final rating. The teacher can resolve disagreements.

SECTION D: REFLECTION AND SELF-ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

Complete the following checklist on the composition:

SECTION E: COMPOSITION CHECKLIST

Review your composition using this checklist:

	My composition is 12 measures long
	YES
	NO

	I have a clef at the start of the staff.
	YES
	NO

	I have a time signature 
	YES
	NO

	My composition has a clear A section.
	YES
	NO

	My composition has a clear B section.
	YES
	NO

	My composition is written in ABA form with the A section repeating at the end.
	YES
	NO

	My composition has two contrasting dynamic markings
	YES
	NO

	My composition has at least two accent marking
	YES
	NO

	My composition has a title
	YES
	NO


SECTION F: REFLECTION 
Your name: _____________________________________________________________

Your School: ____________________________________________________________
Artistic Choices #1 (Critical Analysis/Investigate)

Please share, using complete sentences why you chose the title of your piece and how your title is reflected in the music of your composition. Please consider the choices you made in editing your composition and explain the significance of any musical ideas (ie. dynamics, tempo, articulation markings) you used. Please use complete sentences.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

Directions for scoring:

The level corresponds to the number of points to be assigned to determine the overall level. For example, Section A: Skills and Techniques/Performance if a student receives a Level 4 for proper sitting posture and a Level 2 for hand position the students overall total points for that section would be 6. For the overall Level, add overall points for each component (Section A, B, and C) use the following scoring system for the overall level for the assessment. 

The primary purpose of this assessment is not to determine whether or not students have followed the steps, but to assess the quality of the aesthetic and artistic relationships established in the students’ creative work.
Note: This rubric was developed by attempting to anticipate the potentially broad range of student responses to the performance assessment task. As we assess student products using this rubric, we will we encounter borderline cases and other unanticipated issues. This information will be used to revise and improve the rubric next year. Note: 

Level 1

8th Grade Music Performance Assessment: Musical Composition 
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	Music Teacher
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Student Name: 
	A. Skills and Techniques/Performance Scores Based on Peer/Teacher Performance Worksheet
The student:         SCORE:          Level 1 ❐ 1-6 pts.              Level 2   ❐ 7-12 pts.           Level 3 ❐ 13-18 pts.                 Level 4 ❐ 19-24 pts.

	–Maintains proper posture, hand & finger positions; holds instrument in the correct position, (ie. Clarinet position, proper stick/mallet grip)
	Level 1: 
-Student does not demonstrate proper sitting posture. 

-Hand position and stick/mallet placement is not acceptable.
	Level 2: 

-Student demonstrates sitting posture but is not appropriate for their instrument. 

-Hand position and stick/mallet placement needs correcting.
	Level 3: 

-Student demonstrates proper sitting posture for their instrument. 

-Holds instrument properly for their specific instrument. Minor adjustments such as hand position and stick/mallet placement needs correcting.


	Level 4: 

-Student demonstrates proper sitting posture appropriate for their instrument (ie. edge of chair,) 

-Holds instrument properly for their specific instrument (ie. clarinet right and left hand position).

	– Demonstrates proper characteristic tone quality through the use of appropriate breathe support.
	Level 1: 
-Student demonstrates a tone that is not appropriate for their instrument. 

-Wind and brass players do not demonstrate appropriate inhalation. 

OR
-Percussion students grip and placement on their selected instrument is not appropriate.
	Level 2: 

-Student demonstrates a tone that may not be characteristic for their particular instrument. 

-Wind and brass players demonstrate inhalation but may not be appropriate for their instrument. 

OR
-Percussion students may not be playing with appropriate grip or placement on their selected instrument.

	Level 3: 

-Student demonstrates a proper characteristic tone for their appropriate instrument. 

-Wind and brass players demonstrate through proper inhalation. 

OR
-Percussion students are playing with proper placement on their selected instrument (ie. snare/mallet).
	Level 4:
-Student demonstrates a proper characteristic tone for their appropriate instrument (wind/brass players). 
-Wind and brass players demonstrate through proper inhalation.  

OR

-Percussion students are playing with proper placement on their selected instrument (ie. snare/mallet).


A. Skills and Techniques/Performance Continued Scores Based on Peer/Teacher Performance Worksheet
	– Demonstrates skill in various aspects of interpretation (i.e., proper execution of articulation, phrasing, dynamics, tempo.


	Level 1: 
-Student does not demonstrate proper execution of articulation  

-Student performance is flawed with rhythmic and note inaccuracies..

	Level 2: 

-Student executes composition but articulations, dynamics, and tempo may not be present. 
-Students perform  rhythms and notes 


	Level 3: 

-Student demonstrates appropriate use of articulations, dynamics, and tempo. 
-Students perform rhythms and  notes with minimum errors.


	Level 4: 
-Student demonstrates appropriate use of articulations, dynamics, and tempo. 
-Students perform with accurate rhythms and note accuracy.  




	B. Creation Scores Based on Original Composition    
The student:          SCORE:   Level 1 ❐1-8 pts.       Level 2   ❐9-16pts.            Level 3 ❐17-24pts.        Level 4 ❐ 25-32pts.

	- Composition has 12 complete measures

-Composition uses repetition to create a clear theme.

- Composition is written in ABA form with a clear A section, B section and repeat of A.

–  Composition shows  musical experimentation with contrasting dynamics, choice of key signatures (F or Bb), use of time signature appropriately (2/4, 3/4 or 4/4), use of two articulation markings appropriately, composition 

- Title of composition and standard musical notation.


	–   Composition has less than 8 completed measures 

Clef and or key signature is not present or drawn incorrectly.

-Standard musical notation not used

-Composition does not use dynamic markings or are present but not used correctly

-Articulation markings not used appropriately and does not meet the minimum requirement of two different markings

-Student creates melody but does not show any sign of repetition to create a theme
–  Composition does not have a title
Composition is not written in ABA form. Does not clearly show sections.
	–  Composition has at least 8 completed measures
-Clef and or key signature is drawn incorrectly or may not be present.
– Standard musical notation not accurately used consistently

--Student uses dynamics but may not be contrasting

 Articulation markings not present and or used inappropriately but does meet minimum requirement

 Student creates melody but does not fully employ repetition to solidify theme.

-

-Composition has a title 

- Composition does not have two clear sections A and B or does not repeat A section of the form
	–  Composition has 12 complete measures
-Clef and key signature drawn accurately.  

- Student uses standard musical notation.

- Student uses dynamics but may not be contrasting  

- Articulation markings present and or used appropriately but does not  meet minimum requirement of two different markings.

-Students create an interesting melodic line that uses repetition to create a clear theme.
-Composition has a title.
Composition is in written in a clear ABA form. 
	–  Composition has 12 complete measures 

-Clef and key signature drawn accurately. 
– Student uses standard musical notation.  

-Contrasting dynamics are used appropriately to add variety to the composition. 

  - Two articulation markings used appropriately

-Students create an interesting melodic line that is achieved by using a repetition to create a clear theme.
-Composition has a title.
- Composition is written in a clear ABA form 

	C. Critical Analysis/Investigate Scores Based on  Answer to Essay Question 
The Student:           SCORE: Level 1 ❐1-3pts.           Level 2   ❐4-6pts.              Level 3 ❐7-9pts.        Level 4 ❐10-12pts.

	– Supports artistic decisions (i.e., decisions on articulation, phrasing, dynamics, tempo, and tone quality) by describing and explaining three artistic choices 
– All vocabulary and concepts employed are accurately used in written comments
	Level 1:

Less than 3 artistic choices described.

Uses incomplete unrelated  sentences 

Does not offer supporting detail for artistic decisions
Vocabulary usage inappropriately, grammatical errors flaw the overall essay.
	Level 2: 
3 artistic choices described 

Uses incomplete sentences, however attempts to explain the “what” and “why” for each  artistic choice

Does not offer supporting details for decisions

Uses vocabulary appropriately to support statements, grammatical errors
	Level 3:

3 artistic choices described but may not be supported.

 Uses complete, sequentially related sentences to explain choices, but explanations are general and lack specific detail

 -Cites supporting details but may not connect to the task.

Uses vocabulary appropriately to support statements, with minimum grammatical errors
	Level 4:

3 artistic choices 
described  

– Uses complete, sequentially related sentences to explain the “what” and “why” of each choice  
– Cites specific supporting details and discusses the effect achieved by each choice and/or how it connects to the task 
Uses vocabulary appropriately to support statements 



8th Grade Music Performance Assessment Teacher Feedback

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________

Your School(s): __________________________________________________________

Total years of teaching experience: _________  Total years in APS: ________

Highest degree earned: ___________
    Colleges attended: ________________________

Other relevant experience: __________________________________________________

Have you participated in an ArtsAPS workshop? ___Yes ___ No

If so, when?  ___2008-09   ___2009-10  ___2010-2011 _____ 2011-2012 (check all that apply)

Email: ___________________________ Phone: ________________________________

1. I feel the music composition assessment was appropriate to the skill/knowledge level of my 8th grade students. 

Strongly Disagree     Moderately Disagree      Slightly Disagree            Slightly Agree         Moderately Agree            Strongly Agree

1                            2                         3                         4                       5                
6

Comment:
2. The music composition assessment addresses all major stages of the artistic process.

Strongly Disagree     Moderately Disagree      Slightly Disagree            Slightly Agree         Moderately Agree            Strongly Agree

1                            2                         3                         4                       5                
6
Comment:


3. The music composition assessment addresses all major domains in the new GPS for Music.

Strongly Disagree     Moderately Disagree      Slightly Disagree            Slightly Agree         Moderately Agree            Strongly Agree

1                            2                         3                         4                       5                
6
Comment:  


4. The music composition assessment instructions made clear what I was required to do.

Strongly Disagree     Moderately Disagree      Slightly Disagree            Slightly Agree         Moderately Agree            Strongly Agree

1                            2                         3                         4                       5                
6
Comment:   

5. The music composition assessment provides a clear and effective means of measuring both the musical knowledge and skill level of my students.

Strongly Disagree     Moderately Disagree      Slightly Disagree            Slightly Agree         Moderately Agree            Strongly Agree

1                            2                         3                         4                       5                
6
Comment:  
On the next page, please clearly explain all other reflections, suggestions, or issues/problems encountered while administering this assessment and the means by which you overcame them.
COMPOSITE (OVERALL) PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTSCORE:  68 Possible Points


Level 1 (1-17 Points) ❐  Level 2 (18-34 Points)  ❐   Level 3 (35-51 Points) ❐   Level 4  (51-68 Points) ❐





Skills and Technique/Performance Score: 		Level 1 ❐  Level 2 ❐   Level 3 ❐   Level 4 ❐


Creation Score:  					Level 1 ❐  Level 2 ❐   Level 3 ❐   Level 4 ❐


Critical Analysis/Investigate Score: 		Level 1 ❐  Level 2 ❐   Level 3 ❐   Level 4 ❐











1

